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UM  Conne� ion
O U R   2 2 9 T H  A N N U A L  S E S S I O N :  S O W  T H E  S E E D  /  B E  L I G H T

More than 1,700 United Methodists from 
646 area churches gathered May 29-31 to 
sow seeds of worship, learning, mission, 
stewardship and holy conferencing in 

their continuing eff orts to grow disciples for the 
transformation of the world.

Th e 229th Session of the Baltimore-Washington 
Conference, which was held at the Marriott 
Waterfront Hotel in Baltimore, was part family 
reunion and part business meeting, classroom and 
revival. It was led by Bishop Marcus Matthews, who 
once served as a pastor, district superintendent and 
Council of Ministries director in the conference and 
returned last September as its episcopal leader.

Processing with the crosier, Matthews shepherded 

in the participants of the opening worship, which laid 
the foundation of the theme of the session: “Sowing 
the Seed / Be Light.” 

During the service, Matthews preached, challenging 
the church to respond to this moment in history. It’s 
“Holy Ghost seed-sowing time, and God wants us to be 
a fi eld of good soil,” he said.

Th e bishop asked churches to do three things in the 
coming year: become prayer stations, bring at least 
one person to Christ and adopt a public school in its 
zip code.

“Let us say, “yes,” to being a Conference that is 
cultivated on fertile ground, the bishop declared. “And 
let us say, “yes,” to producing the rich soil in which 
disciples will be made who will turn the world right 
side up for Jesus Christ; today, tomorrow and always.” 
(For more on his sermon, see page 5.)

Growth in churches, discipleship
As part of producing this rich soil, conference 

members learned about seven new faith communities 
being created. Th e leadership teams starting these new 
churches were consecrated.

Th e new faith communities represent the diversity 
of the conference, said the Rev. Andy Lunt, chair of 
the BWC’s Vibrant Communities. Five are multi-
cultural in vision and mission, two seek to serve the 
growing Korean population, two grow out of largely 
African-American congregations, two spring from 
Anglo congregations and one is multicultural from the 
outset, Lunt said. (See the story on page 3.)

“Th is is wonderful!” Bishop Matthews told the 
leaders of these new communities who came on stage. 
“Th is is a marvelous advancement of God’s Kingdom. 
I praise God for all who have played a part in creating 
these new faith communities and for the hope they 
represent for our future,” Bishop Matthews said.

Members also celebrated additions to God’s 
Kingdom during the opening worship service, when, 

In a unanimous vote, the clergy 
and lay members of the Baltimore-
Washington Conference approved 
the proposed $16.8 million budget for 

2014.
Without a single question or debate, 

the members attending the 229th 
Session of the Annual Conference 
adopted the budget as it was presented 
by Charlie Moore, the president of the 
Council on Finance and Administration.

Th e members also approved a 
recommendation to designate 

33 percent of the General Church 
apportionents to World Service and 
67 percent to benevolences.

Th e approved budget represents a 1.6 
percent decrease in spending from 2013 
and a 7 percent decrease from the 2012 
budget.

Th e benevolence factor for local 
churches remains steady at 17.75 
percent. In its planning, CFA is 
counting on the collection rate for 
apportionments rising from 91.5 
percent in 2013 to 92.5 percent in 2014.

Th e 2014 budget provides funding 
for a new young adult/campus ministry 

UMs say ‘Yes’ to sowing discipleship

2014 budget wins  big support

By Melissa LauBer
UMConnection Staff 

By Maidstone Mulenga
UMConnection Staff 

See Overview, page 8

“Don’t Just see the light, be the 
light,” Sandy Ferguson, the director 
of Connectional Ministries told 
annual conference members in 

a report May 30. “Already, United 
Methodists in our churches are shining, 
illuminating the world with the love of 
God.

“In the Baltimore-Washington 
Conference, United Methodists 
are focusing on developing leaders, 
addressing poverty, ending killer 
diseases around the world and creating 

new faith communities as they put 
God’s love in action,” Ferguson said.

During the past year, creating new 
places for new people has been a focal 
point of conference leaders. 

“In response to the Great 
Commission, we are called to make 
disciples, to reach new people and 
introduce them to God’s love and 
grace in Jesus Christ. Th e best way to 
reach new people is to start new faith 
communities,” said the Rev. Andy Lunt, 
director of the BWC’s new Vibrant 
Communities ministry. “It’s been quite 
a while since we’ve been able to start 

Ministries ‘illuminate the world’
By Melissa LauBer
UMConnection Staff 

See Budget, page  3 See Ministries, page  3

Bishops Sandra Steiner Ball, Marcus Matthews, Violet Fisher and Joseph H. Yeakel gather before processing in for the service of Ordination at the 229th 
session of the Baltimore-Washington Conference, which was held May 29-1 at the Waterfront Marriott Hotel in Baltimore.
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EVENTS

Historical Society annual meeting 
June 22
Otterbein UMC in Hagerstown 
Bishop Joseph Yeakel will speak on 
our United Brethren heritage. After 
the meeting, there will be a pilgrimage 
to United Brethren founding sites in 
Washington County, including Salem UMC 
and the site of the Geeting Meetinghouse 
in Keedysville.  For more information, 
contact archives-history@bwcumc.org or 
call 410-889-4458.

‘The Shack’ authors to speak 
July 12, 7 p.m.
Timonium UMC 
William Paul Young, author of “Th e 
Shack” and “Crossroads,” and C. Baxter 
Kruger, author of “Th e Shack Revisited” 
will speak and sign books. Cost is $30. For 
tickets, phone 410-252-5500, for questions, 
contact Trudy Guetler at 
tgruetler@verizon.net. 

Baltimore County Christian 
Workcamp 
July 21-26
Hunt’s Memorial UMC, Riderwood
Th is commuters’ workcamp’s daily 
mission is to repair homes in the county, 
for high school age and up. Volunteers 
may commit for a day or return each 
day for the week. Breakfast is served at 
Hunt’s Memorial UMC in Riderwood and 
bag lunches provided. Dinner is served 
each evening at a diff erent church. For 
more information or a brochure, go to 
www.bcchristianworkcamp.org or email 
bcchristianworkcamp@comcast.net.

Mission U
July 26-28
Marriott Hotel, Bethesda
Formerly called the School of Christian 
Mission, the training off ers classes for 
everyone, youth and adults, women and 
men, clergy and laity. Topics are “Living 
Sacramentally, Walking Justly,” “Roma of 
Europe,” and “Poverty.”For information, 
contact registrar: Darlynn McCrae at 
443-254-2083 or darmccrae@yahoo.com.

Early Childhood Educators 
Conference
Aug. 15, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Calvary UMC, Mt. Airy
Th e theme will be F.R.O.G., “Fully Rely 
on God.” Th e speaker will be the Rev. 
Laurie Tingley, pastor of Mays Chapel 
UMC in Timonium. Cost is $50 per 
person, includes lunch and all workshop 
materials. To register, go to www.bwcumc.
org and click on the conference under 

“events.” Last day to register is July 15.

School of Congregational 
Development Satellite 
Aug. 17, 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.
St. Paul UMC, Oxon Hill
Th ose who can’t attend the live event 
in Denver, Aug. 15-18, may wish to 
attend the Satellite Experience in this 
conference. Registrants will participate 
remotely through live and tape-delayed 
interactive live streaming. Satellite 
registration is $49. To learn more go 
to http://www.gbod.org/lead-your-
church/school-of-congregational-
development-2013. 

By Amanda Sayers 
Pastor, Covenant UMC, Gaithersburg

God has a long history of using ordinary people to 
do extraordinary things. Moses was called to lead 
God’s people out of bondage. Mary was called to 
be the mother of Jesus. Jeremiah was appointed 

as a prophet to the nations. I often say that Moses had 
it kind of easy, because, after all, he had a burning bush 
that was not consumed to look at. He got to hear God’s 
voice.

 Many of us, myself included, have had to discern 
God’s call and God’s will without such direct divine 
communication. 

We tend to think of “call” in terms of “call to ordained 
ministry,” but we are all given gifts that God wants to 
use to bless someone. We all have gifts and passions 
through which we are called to show God’s love and care. 

One of the great pleasures of the work of pastoring 
is to “equip the saints for the work of ministry,” helping 
people discover their own callings, as teachers and 
helpers and musicians and healers and administrators. 

Once I was attending a special outdoor church service. 
It was under a tent and it was pouring rain. I was 
lamenting the weather and thinking about how much 
work had been invested in moving folding chairs and 
setting up the tent, welcoming people and seeing to 
their needs. So I went back to thank one of the ushers, 
who was in his eighties, having served as an usher since 
Jesus was a boy. I thanked him profusely for serving 
on such a miserable weather day. He looked at me with 
surprise. “Oh, Mandy,” he said, “I get to welcome these 
people into the Lord’s house, or “tent” today. I get to 
care for them. Ushering to me is better than eating 
cake!”

By Daryl Williams 
Pastor, Nottingham Myers, Upper Marlboro

The search for meaning has been a quest for 
humankind since the beginning of time. People 
have always wondered if they had a purpose and 
what it might be. Th e search for the answer to these 

questions has led some to read books, others to attend 
conferences, and even some to just ask people, “Why do 
you think I am here?” 

Th e issue with books, conferences and other people 
is that none of them are suffi  cient to really answer 
the question of why you are here. So for some, when 
they don’t fi nd the answer to this looming question 
they sometimes give up and begin to believe that life is 
meaningless and things simply happen at random. 

Th e truth of the matter is, life is not random or 
meaningless. God has a specifi c purpose for you being 
here. When God created you, he gave you everything 
that you would need to accomplish a specifi c task that 
only you can accomplish. It is accomplishing this task 
that gives you meaning, and it is what you are called to 
do. God calls each of us to do something unique that 
only we can accomplish.

 Th ere are no big callings or little callings,there are just 
God callings. God calls us to make a diff erence with our 
lives by doing exactly what God calls us to do. 

Your call simply is where your passion and your 
competence intersect with one another. When you hear 
God’s voice, he will call you to be exactly who he made 
you to be. God may call you to step out of your comfort 
zone, or into a new way of being, but it will be what God 
designed you to be in the fi rst place.

So don’t give up, and don’t settle for less. Just listen 
for God’s voice and be ready to accept your call. 

what does “call” mean to you?
“chitchat” with us on

getUMSocial.com
for God’s voice and be ready to accept your call. 

  Ancient church mothers and fathers often 
greeted one another with the phrase, “Give me a 
word.” This greeting led to the sharing of insights 
and wisdom.  Today we continue this tradition 
with this monthly column. 

I pray for all of us that we listen to God’s calling on 
our lives to meet the world’s deepest needs with our 
greatest passions. Doing what God calls us to do can be 
diffi  cult and require sacrifi ce, but there is a fundamental 
joy at the base of it. As Herb said, “It’s better than cake.” 

WEB HIGHLIGHTS

Viewers Choice a -way tie
At annual conference, members voted on their 
favorite photos in the Be Light photo contest. The 
result was a three-way tie. The winners included:  
Marie Ebersole of Grace UMC in Hagerstown, the 
Rev. Sandy Rector of Oak Chapel UMC in Silver Spring 
and Ken Myers of Milford Mill UMC in Pikesville. 
Congratulations!

To see all the Be Light entries, visit:
http://getumsocial.com/bwcgallery-umsocial/
BeLight+Photo+Contest
If you take any interesting pictures at your church that 
you’re willing to share with others, post them in the 
Get Social Gallery. 

Thank God BWC Got Social
An all-access social network to what’s new, the 
marketplace, BWCtv, chitchat, galleries and more.
www.getUMSocial.com

CORRECTION:

In the Making a Diff erence column of the May  UMConnection, we misplaced Pleasant Grove UMC. It is in 
Reisterstown, not Monrovia. Leuvene Merryman was the project coordinator. Ann Harden reported on the story.


